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• Regulates the use of nuclear energy and materials 

to protect the health, safety, and security of 

Canadians and for the protection of the environment

• Implements Canada’s international commitments on 

the peaceful use of nuclear energy

• Disseminates objective scientific, technical, and 

regulatory information to the public

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
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Environmental Reviews of Nuclear Facilities

Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012)

- Environmental Assessments (EA) as per CEAA 2012

*Repealed in 2019 and replaced by the IAA

Impact Assessment Act (IAA) 2019

- Integrated Impact assessments (IA) as per IAA

- Federal lands assessments a per IAA

Provincial legislation, territorial regimes or land claim agreements

- EAs or equivalent

Nuclear Safety and Control Act (NSCA) 

   - Environmental protection reviews (EPR)

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-15.21/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/I-2.75/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/n-28.3/index.html


Environmental Protection Review Reports

• Provides a summary of CNSC staff’s evidence-

based technical assessments

• Focuses on aspects relating to environmental 

protection, human health, and safety

• Assesses whether an applicant has met all 

relevant regulatory requirements for the 

proposed facility or project



Purpose of Our EPR Reports

• Increases transparency on CNSC 

staff’s work

• Gives additional time for review of 

environmental information

• Highlights CNSC staff’s 

comprehensive assessment

• Aligns with the CNSC’s mandate 

of sharing scientific and technical 

information



EPR Report Framework and Inputs

• Introduction to the facility  

• Regulatory oversight

• Releases to the environment and 

environmental effects

• Environmental monitoring programs

• Regional health studies

• CNSC staff’s findings

• Overview of table of contents: 



Adapting to Different Audiences

• Full EPR report (HTML 

and PDF formats)

• Executive summary 

• EPR report pamphlet

• Social media posts



CNSC Open Government Portal 

• Over 30 CNSC records (open information and open data)



• Great tool for outreach and engagement

• Referenced in interventions to the Commission

• Promotes transparency and builds trust

Effectiveness of Our EPR Reports 



• Engagement associated with EPR inputs:

• licensees’ environmental risk assessment
• the CNSC’s Independent Environmental Monitoring 

Program 
• Indigenous-led monitoring programs
• Indigenous Knowledge provided directly to the CNSC

• Engagement on EPR report findings

• Areas for continuous improvement 

Indigenous Engagement



Future Considerations and Next Steps

• The CNSC is always looking for ways to improve our EPR reports:

  
• Improved integration of Indigenous 

Knowledge

• Broader dissemination of the EPR reports

• CNSC staff continue to strive to improve our 

engagement for EPR reports to keep in line with 

best practices and to promote transparency

 



Thank you! 

Connect with us:
 

nuclearsafety.gc.ca
ERD-DEE@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

kendra.warnock-juteau@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

rebecca.donofrio@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

https://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/
mailto:ERD-DEE@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
mailto:kendra.warnock-juteau@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
mailto:rebecca.donofrio@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
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