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Our conference is held in Toronto (Tkaronto), a 
gathering place for many naঞons including the 
Anishinabeg, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat 
peoples. We acknowledge we are meeঞng in the 
area covered by Treaty 13, also known as the 

Toronto Purchase, and we pay our respects to the 
Mississauguas of the Credit First Naঞon.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Welcome to the 2023 Ontario Associaঞon for Impact Assessment (OAIA) conference!

At this year’s conference we are exploring where Impact & Environmental
Assessments are going next. We are focusing on four main themes:

• Innovaঞve Approaches and Quick Wins
• Meaningful Engagement
• Sustainable Development
• Climate Resilient Infrastructure• Climate Resilient Infrastructure

Through presentaঞons and moderated sessions, we will highlight how impact and environmental 
assessments are moving forward to be more inclusive, more pracঞcal, and more technically 
advanced. Over the course of two days, we will hear from a variety of presenters, including 
government agencies, infrastructure proponents, consultants, regulators, NGOs and Indigenous 
Peoples. 

October 25 & October 26, 2023
University of Toronto Faculty Club,
Wedgewood Room & Main Lounge
41 Willcocks Street, Toronto

NEXT GENERATION
IMPACT & ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT in ontario
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8:30 AM – 9:00 AM
Registraঞon & Light Refreshments

9:00 AM – 9:05 AM
Land Acknowledgement (Beth Williston)

9:05 AM – 9:10 AM
Tradiঞonal Opening & Welcoming Remarks (Gary Pritchard, Curve Lake)

9:10 AM – 9:15 AM9:10 AM – 9:15 AM
President’s Welcome (Beth Williston)

9:15 AM – 9:45 AM
Keynote Address (Gary Pritchard, 4Direcঞons Conservaঞon)

9:45 AM – 4:45 PM
Sessions 1, 2, 3 & 4

4:45 PM – 5:00 PM
Closing Remarks from the President (Beth Williston)Closing Remarks from the President (Beth Williston)

5:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Networking & Socializing / Complimentary Appeঞzers & Cash Bar

AT A GlanCe: DAY 1



7   |   OAIA 2023 Conference

Thank you to our sponsors

goldplaঞnum

Day 1: October 25th
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lunchbronzesilver
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8:30 AM – 9:00 AM
Registraঞon & Light Refreshments

9:00 AM – 9:15 AM
Conference Opening & Land Acknowledgement (Dorothy Moszynski)

9:15 AM – 9:20 AM
Past President Award & Student Bursary Award (Beth Williston)

9:20 AM – 4:45 AM9:20 AM – 4:45 AM
Sessions 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 (Viole�a Savage)

4:45 AM – 5:00 PM
Closing Remarks,

2024 Conference Announcement & Annual General Meeঞng Noঞficaঞon 

AT A GlanCe: DAY 2
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Thank you to our sponsors

www.oaia.on.ca

Become a Member of
the Ontario Association
for impact assessment
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1 (a) Are Impact & Environmental Assessments still harming Indigenous peoples?

Gary Pritchard Giniw (Golden Eagle)Gary Pritchard Giniw (Golden Eagle) is an adjunct professor at Carleton University and Conservaঞon Ecologist & Indigenous 
Placemaker from Curve Lake First Naঞon. As the owner of Four Direcঞons of Conservaঞon Consulঞng Services has had the 
privilege to work on behalf of Indigenous peoples in almost 300 communiঞes throughout Canada and northern United 
States. He brings experঞse in land-use/tradiঞonal knowledge studies, Indigenous lead conservaঞon/restoraঞon, Ecological 
Monitoring using Two-eyed Seeing, and Indigenous Place-making. He believes that if individuals can form a connecঞon with 
nature, they can make conscious decisions on how we impact Mother Earth and the next seven generaঞons.

1 (b) The Changing Landscape of Meaningful Indigenous Engagement

Sandy Nairn, MCIP, RPP is HDR’s Environmental Sciences and Planning Director in Canada. Sandy has 30+ years of Sandy Nairn, MCIP, RPP is HDR’s Environmental Sciences and Planning Director in Canada. Sandy has 30+ years of 
experience in the environmental planning field in both the public and private sectors. He has led over 100 Impact Assessment 
(IA) studies ranging from integrated sustainable master plans to LRT transit projects to highly contenঞous new highway 
projects. Sandy has provided expert advice to clients on IA process, policy development and EA Audits. Sandy is also an acঞve 
member on the Board of Directors for OAIA and has been on the Conference Planning Commi�ee for the last several years. 

Janine RalphJanine Ralph is HDR’s Cross Sector Manager for Canada, covering Environmental Sciences and Planning, Strategic 
Communicaঞon and Sustainability and Resiliency services. She has over 25 years of experience delivering environmental 
impact assessments, permiমng processes, strategic planning and policy iniঞaঞves and community engagement processes, 
with a focus on energy, waste, and rail related projects on behalf of both public and private sector clients. This has included 
major infrastructure projects including trans-boundary power lines and trans-boundary railway lines. Her experience 
encompasses Provincial regulatory frameworks in Ontario and Alberta, as well as Federal IAA and CER processes.

2 (a) Research and Innovation in Impact Assessment

Michael Grassie is the Manager of Science & Research at the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). He has a Bachelor Michael Grassie is the Manager of Science & Research at the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). He has a Bachelor 
of Science in Physical Geography, minor in Earth Sciences (Geology) from Carleton University. He has been with the Agency 
since 2016 and has contributed to the review of federal environmental assessment processes leading to the establishment of 
the Impact Assessment Act, supported the evoluঞon of the organizaঞon from “CEAA” to ”IAAC”, and currently manages the 
research program along with other Agency iniঞaঞves including the Technical Advisory Commi�ee, Scienঞfic Integrity Policy, 
and External Technical Reviews.

Jenna WolnoJenna Wolno is an Operaঞonal Policy Officer at the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). Her passion lies in working 
at the intersecঞon of people and their environment. She holds a B.A. in Biology and Research Specialist Psychology and a 
Master of Environmental Science with specializaঞons in conservaঞon and biodiversity. Jenna has worked in both private 
pracঞce and government to provide research and regulatory support for stakeholders parঞcipaঞng in impact assessment. 
Currently, she the co-lead of the IAAC’s research program and is the acঞng liaison for the IAAC’s Technical Advisory 
Commi�ee’s biodiversity subcommi�ee.

SPEAKER BIOS
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2 (b) Case study in highway exemptions – do they meet the goals of IA

Laura Bowman is a lawyer at Ecojusঞce Canada in Toronto. She represents environmental groups, First Naঞons and 
community groups at all levels of court in judicial reviews.  She is on Ecojusঞce’s Healthy Communiঞes team and has an 
interest in the inter-relaঞonship between sprawl, food systems and toxics. She has a Juris Doctor from the University of 
Toronto and a Masters in Law from Osgoode. 

2 (c) Principles and Guidance for Assessing and Safeguarding Biodiversity Through Project Assessment 2 (c) Principles and Guidance for Assessing and Safeguarding Biodiversity Through Project Assessment 
under the Impact Assessment Act

Anna Johnston, BA, LLM, is a staff lawyer at West Coast Environmental Law, where she works on environmental impact 
assessment, cumulaঞve effects, consঞtuঞonal, biodiversity and climate law. She co-chairs the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Caucus of the Canadian Environmental Network and is a member of the Minister’s Advisory Council appointed 
to advise the federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change in implemenঞng the Impact Assessment Act. 

Dr. Jusঞna RayDr. Jusঞna Ray has been President and Senior Scienঞst of Wildlife Conservaঞon Society Canada since its incorporaঞon in 
2004. In addiঞon to overseeing the operaঞons of this non-governmental organizaঞon, Jusঞna is involved in research and 
policy acঞviঞes associated with conservaঞon-based planning, impact assessment and biodiversity conservaঞon, with a 
parঞcular focus on mammals in northern boreal landscapes. Jusঞna is Adjunct Professor at the University of Toronto in two 
departments and Trent University.

2 (d) Natural Resources Canada’s Selecting Terrestrial Areas Initiative: Prioritizing study areas to conduct 2 (d) Natural Resources Canada’s Selecting Terrestrial Areas Initiative: Prioritizing study areas to conduct 
cumulative effects (CE) research to support the potential need for science, technical advice, and 
knowledge in resource development projects

Brian Eddy is a research scienঞst with the Atlanঞc Forestry Centre (AFC), Natural Resources Canada in Corner Brook, NL. 
His research involves Ecosystem-based Management (EBM), Adapঞve Management (AM), climate change impacts, and 
human dimensions of natural resource development and resource reliant communiঞes.

Chrisঞna ClarkeChrisঞna Clarke is a Team Lead in the Impact Assessment Division at Natural Resources Canada in O�awa, Ontario. She 
coordinates the departmental involvement in regional and strategic assessments as well as departmental parঞcipaঞon in 
federal cumulaঞve effects’ iniঞaঞves. 

Alison Milan (she/her/they/them) joined the public service through PARDP in 2018 following their Master of Science in 
Geography from York University. She previously worked for the Green Infrastructure Program in NRCan's Office of Energy 
Research and Development and in a policy role with the Indigenous Forestry and Bioheat division of CFS. 

SPEAKER BIOs
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4 (a) Focusing Impact Assessment on Key Issues

Brian GilesBrian Giles is a Senior Policy Analyst working for Quality 
Systems Management for the Impact Assessment Agency 
of Canada, with a focus on developing guidance and 
processes to promote naঞonal consঞtuency in 
conducঞng impact assessments.  He has an MSc in 
Biology from the University of O�awa, and has worked 
for 15 years for the Government of Canada on 
environment and health issues.

3 (a) Sustainable Infrastructure Planning and Delivery: A Digital Transformation

Rayna Carmichael is the Digital Lead for Environment within Canada. She is also the GIS manager for Ontario & Western 
Canada. She has over 16 years of experience within the AEC industry specializing in GIS project management. With a keen 
understanding of how data moves within all sizes of projects she has supported a diverse range of development projects from 
remediaঞon to renewable energies, transportaঞon to subwatershed planning. Rayna’s experience has led her to be a strong 
advocate for leveraging digital iniঞaঞves to greatly improve decision making and communicaঞon at all levels of a project.

3 (b) Advancing Digital technologies to improve the regulators plan input and review commenting system3 (b) Advancing Digital technologies to improve the regulators plan input and review commenting system

Mark McKnight is the Chief Informaঞon Officer at TRCA. He has worked and consulted in municipal government and public 
sector services for over 25 years. Mark has implemented corporate systems and technology soluঞons in asset management, 
business intelligence, informaঞon and records management, ERP systems, and customer engagement. He is currently leading 
mulঞple digital transformaঞon iniঞaঞves at TRCA. Mark holds degrees in business from Wilfrid Laurier University (BBA) and 
York University (MBA).

Beth WillistonBeth Williston is the Associate Director of Infrastructure Planning and Permits with TRCA. She has worked as an 
environmental planner with the Toronto and Region Conservaঞon Authority for the past 33 years.  She has worked as a 
conservaঞon land management planner, watershed planner, and as a development review planner. Currently, Beth manages 
partnerships with infrastructure builders from across the GTA and ensures her department provides streamlined review of 
projects and permits through the environmental assessment and TRCA regulatory review processes.  Beth holds a degree in 
Geography, with a specializaঞon in Urban Development from the University of Western Ontario. Beth is also President of the 
Ontario Associaঞon of Impact Assessment (OAIA). 

SPEAKER BIOs
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4 (b) Early Permits, Licences, Approvals and Agreements (PLAA) Collaboration within Environmental Impact 
Assessments

Mir TalpurMir Talpur has nearly 10 years of experience in conducঞng and leading environmental assessments and navigaঞng regulatory 
processes for the acquisiঞon of permits, licenses, approvals and agreements for a wide range of infrastructure projects, 
including municipal infrastructure (transportaঞon, wastewater and stormwater), energy / power infrastructure, and federal 
property development.  Mir has comprehensive understanding of federal, provincial, municipal, and other regulatory 
legislaঞon and policies. As a strategic thinker, Mir works with mulঞdisciplinary teams to develop strategies and deliver 
soluঞons to move projects forward, ranging from concept through to construcঞon phases. Mir’s work also involves 
regulatory, public, and stakeholder engagement and advancing reconciliaঞon efforts by supporঞng project proponents to 
carry out meaningful engagement with the Indigenous Naঞons as part of Duty to Consult process.

Catherine Genঞle is a Senior Environmental Planner and Environmental Impact Assessment Team Lead with 15 years of 
experience applying environmental planning policies, such as the Ontario Environmental Assessment (EA) Act, the Municipal 
Catherine Genঞle is a Senior Environmental Planner and Environmental Impact Assessment Team Lead with 15 years of 
experience applying environmental planning policies, such as the Ontario Environmental Assessment (EA) Act, the Municipal 
Engineers Associaঞon’s Municipal Class EA, the Federal Impact Assessment Act, MTO’s Class EA for Provincial Transportaঞon 
Faciliঞes, and the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP, Ontario Regulaঞon 231/08), to over 40 transportaঞon and 
infrastructure projects. Ms. Genঞle manages the WSP Transportaঞon Environmental Impact Assessment Team who 
specializes in Transportaঞon EAs for MTO and Municipaliঞes, TPAP work for Metrolinx and TTC, Federal Impact 
Assessments, and Consultaঞon and Engagement work.

5 (a) Opportunities for Maximizing Indigenous Leadership in the Impact Assessment Process

Chrisঞne Greenaway is the Associate Regional Director currently at the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada for Ontario Chrisঞne Greenaway is the Associate Regional Director currently at the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada for Ontario 
Region. Prior to assuming this role, for several years, Chrisঞne has been a Team Leader managing a team of professionals 
working on several projects. Earlier in her career, Chrisঞne was a Project Manager at the Agency. Prior joining the Agency 
Chrisঞne worked for the Province of Ontario at the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.

5 (b) What does the Blueberry River Decision mean for Next Generation IBAS?

Julie AboucharJulie Abouchar, B.Sc. (Hons.), LL.B., B.C.L., LL.M., Partner at Willms & Shier Environmental Lawyers LLP and Cerঞfied 
Environmental Law Specialist and Indigenous Legal Issues Specialist by the Law Society of Ontario. Julie has a substanঞal 
Indigenous legal issues pracঞce working with industry, municipaliঞes and First Naঞons. She advises on the duty to consult 
and negoঞates benefit agreements. She served as Assistant Commission Counsel at the Walkerton Inquiry, was Legal Advisor 
to the Expert Panel on Regulaঞng Safe Drinking Water on First Naঞons. Julie is called to the Bar in Ontario, New Brunswick, 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut. 

SPEAKER BIOs
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6 (a) Indigenous Lead EAs – the good, the bad and the ugly.  The story of how 3 Indigenous lead EA’s have 
evolved and some of the challenges and opportunities encountered

Michael Fox Michael Fox is the President of Indigenous & Community Engagement (ICE) Inc., located in Fort William First Naঞon, Ontario. 
ICE is a 100 percent Aboriginal-owned firm and is one of Canada’s leading Indigenous firms specializing in community-based 
research, assessment and capacity building, and community engagement and development. As the President of ICE, Michael 
has played a pivotal role in facilitaঞng Indigenous corporate development, governance training, management reviews and 
needs assessments across Canada. Michael holds an MBA from the University of Fredericton and has extensive experience 
working with Indigenous organizaঞons through his professional and volunteer work. 

Qasim Saddique Qasim Saddique is the Principal Consultant of Suslop Inc., which is a Toronto-based consulঞng firm that specializes in 
high-level research, strategic planning, project management, community engagement and stakeholder negoঞaঞons. Qasim 
has over 15 years of research, consulঞng, teaching and mentoring experience with Indigenous communiঞes, industry and 
not-for-profit organizaঞons. He is also compleঞng a PhD in Strategy and Policy at the Schulich School of Business where he 
has been a lecturer since 2016. His academic research focuses on the maximizaঞon of socio-economic impact and 
development in Indigenous communiঞes through novel public policy and private enterprise. 

6 (b) Connecting the Arctic: Inuit-lead Submarine Cable Routing & Feasibility Study6 (b) Connecting the Arctic: Inuit-lead Submarine Cable Routing & Feasibility Study

Ryan Doyle (MCIP, RPP, EP) leads HDR’s Environmental Sciences and Planning group for Eastern Canada. Ryan is a Senior 
Environmental Planner and EA pracঞঞoner with over 23 years industry experience leading environmental planning and 
impact assessments, permiমng & compliance, and engagement programs for complex private and public projects for energy, 
waste, water, transit and transportaঞon. Ryan has extensive experience with federal, provincial, and municipal approvals 
processes in addiঞon to leading engagement programs with public, agencies Indigenous peoples and communiঞes, and other 
stakeholders.

Sarah ZappalaSarah Zappala has led the feasibility, siঞng, permiমng and compliance monitoring for transmission, infrastructure and 
renewable energy projects.  She has prepared a number of criঞcal issues assessments, Environmental Impact Statements and 
Environmental Assessments and licensing for Cerঞficate of Environmental Compaঞbility and Public Need.  She specializes in 
project pre-development rouঞng and developing permiমng strategies to evaluate feasibility, data gaps and needs for project 
development.

Alison WilliamsAlison Williams is an Intermediate Environmental Planner with 8 years of experience in environmental planning and impact 
assessments, compliance, risk management, and stakeholder engagement. Her experience includes projects for municipal, 
provincial/territorial/state, and federal clients, as well as the private sector across Canada and the United States. Alison has 
had the opportunity to consult in a wide range of industries including but not limited to transportaঞon, energy; construcঞon; 
waste management; trans loading; chemical manufacturing; and metal fabricaঞon.

SPEAKER BIOs
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7 (a) Using Virtual Sound Demonstrations to Demonstrate Changes in Noise to Communities

Brian BulnesBrian Bulnes is an acousঞc engineer working with AECOM with 9 years of experience in acousঞc modelling, measurement, 
and reporঞng for transportaঞon, environmental, and architectural projects. His experience includes working on projects 
throughout the different phases of development, from planning and environmental assessment, preliminary design, and 
detailed design.  With many projects, he has been tasked with communicaঞng the potenঞal ramificaঞons of noise and 
vibraঞon impacts to clients, stakeholders, and public regulators. As such, Brian has worked on increasing the use of virtual 
auralizaঞon in the acousঞcs field in Canada to help assist these communicaঞon efforts. 

7 (b) The Role of Earth Observation Data in Decision-Making around Climate Resilient Infrastructure7 (b) The Role of Earth Observation Data in Decision-Making around Climate Resilient Infrastructure

Grace Saunders-HogbergGrace Saunders-Hogberg is the founder of Veritas Terrae, a drone service company that specializes in environmental 
management. Previously, she worked as a Water Risk Consultant and is published in academic and trade journals. Early in her 
career, she worked with the Ministry of Transportaঞon and Highways in Briঞsh Columbia. Grace is an acঞve member of 
AmeriGEO, and organizaঞon focused on advancing Earth observaঞons and technologies and applicaঞons in the Americas. 
She holds a Master’s degree in Land Use Planning from Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson Polytechnic 
University). 

SPEAKER BIOs
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7 (c) A Water-Centric Model for Impact Assessment Planning: Reconsidering Environmental-Cultural Flows 
in Development Decision-Making in Canada through Grounded Theory

Nathanael (Nat) BergbuschNathanael (Nat) Bergbusch, has a PhD candidate in the School of Environment, Resources and Sustainability at the University 
of Waterloo. Nathanael grew up in the Canadian prairies, where he completed a master’s degree in freshwater science. 
Nathanael idenঞfies as a “white, cisgender, able-bodied male of se�ler descent and hopes to be a natural and social scienঞst 
who acঞvely works towards reconciliaঞon, water jusঞce, and conservaঞon”. His PhD research was created with the Lands, 
Resource, Environment, and Stewardship Department of File Hills Qu’Appelle Tribal Council and is a combinaঞon of water 
and rights-based projects.

8 (a) Conducting Engagement in Health Impact Assessments

Ms. Elaine LarocqueMs. Elaine Larocque is an Environmental Risk Analyst at Intrinsik. She completed her Master of Science in Environmental 
Science at the University of Toronto in 2020 and her Honours Bachelor of Science at UofT in 2019. Ms. Larocque focuses on 
conducঞng Health Impact Assessments (HIAs). She works to idenঞfy/communicate how various determinants of health are 
impacted by projects and polices. She provides support when conducঞng scoping workshops and engaging with 
communiঞes, non-profit and government stakeholders. Projects include various transportaঞon projects within Ontario, 
resource development in Briঞsh Columbia as part of the BC EA process, and a climate change and health vulnerability 
assessment in the Northwest Territories. 

Dr. Faiza Waheed is the Health Impact Assessment Lead and an Environmental Health Scienঞst at Intrinsik. She specializes Dr. Faiza Waheed is the Health Impact Assessment Lead and an Environmental Health Scienঞst at Intrinsik. She specializes 
in the use of the HIA framework as it applies to major infrastructure and resource development projects, as well as in applying 
a Gender-Based Analysis Plus approach. Faiza has co-authored guidance documents for Health Canada for federal Impact 
Assessment projects and also for the Ontario Ministry of Transportaঞon for assessing health in major new projects. Faiza is 
also the co-chair of the Ontario Public Health Associaঞon’s built environment and health working group.

9 (a) Ashbridges Bay Landform: Working with Stakeholders for Innovative Solutions

Lisa Turnbull Lisa Turnbull is the Associate Director of the Professional Services team at Toronto and Region Conservaঞon Authority. She 
is responsible for leading and overseeing mulঞdisciplinary teams and internal services, providing strategic direcঞon to enable 
successful planning and implementaঞon of special projects. 

Jet TaylorJet Taylor is a Senior Manager, Erosion Risk Management with Toronto and Region Conservaঞon Authority and oversees 
TRCA’s waterfront flood and erosion miঞgaঞon teams. The Waterfront por�olio handles the repair and maintenance of 
TRCA’s network of 233 permanent shoreline erosion control assets and also undertakes large scale waterfront erosion 
related projects for TRCA’s regional and municipal partners. 

SPEAKER BIOs
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9 (c) A Quantitative Approach to Carbon 
Life-Cycle Assessment and Decarbonization 
of Infrastructure Projects

Fabianna PalaciosFabianna Palacios, Environmental engineer 
graduate with 1.5 years of experience in air quality 
compliance and air dispersion modelling for 
transportaঞon related projects using CALROADS, 
MOVES, and AERMOD to esঞmate the emissions 
emi�ed from sources and its contaminants of 
concern in a parঞcular study area to be able to 
perform an air quality impact assessment for future 
projects. 

9 (d) Coastal zone mitigation and adaption 
infrastructure: can federal IAs help

Ian Stewart is an Associate Professor of Humaniঞes 
who specializes in the history and philosophy of 
Ian Stewart is an Associate Professor of Humaniঞes 
who specializes in the history and philosophy of 
science and technology, and the philosophy of 
environmental management. He has a BSc in 
Physics, and MA (Toronto) in History and 
Philosophy of Science and a PhD (Cambridge) in the 
same field. Recently Ian has been co-director of the 
IAAC and SSHRC funded project Advancing Impact 
Assessment for Canada’s Social-Ecological 
Systems, and co-organizer of the Network of 
Experঞse and Dialogue on Impact Assessment 
(www.nedia.ca). Publicaঞons and presentaঞons 
have focused on the role of IA in coastal and marine 
contexts for advancing sustainable development. 

9 (b) Employing Qualitative Methods for Assessing Impacts of Major Projects in Canada

Brendan Middel is compleঞng his Master’s thesis at the University of Manitoba under the tutelage of Dr. John Sinclair. His 
background is a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Studies with a concentraঞon in Biology. Outside of research you can 
find Brendan long-distance running, birding, or cycling in the North Saskatchewan River Valley. He is looking forward to 
beginning his career in the field of impact assessment and one day working abroad.

SPEAKER BIOs
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