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Energy transition is more than infrastructure and technology

= Any number of projects can be designed (and impacts
mitigated) to meet energy demand

= Energy and social systems are tightly coupled
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social & economic values in northern & Indigenous communities
< Institutional, governance, economic & human capacity
conditions (not technological ones) pose the greatest
opportunities & constraints to energy security in the North
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If we approach strategic IA with project IA-like
guestions, we get project IA-like results

Strategic IA for RE Transition

ldentifying opportunities, shaping socio-technical
initiatives appropriate to context, weighing the
distribution of risks, and understanding the
institutional and capacity needs and options that
enable or constrain renewable energy success



How to
facilitate and
sustain RE

energy
transitions?

Strategic |A for RE Energy Transition

Strategic IA
(why?)

Strategic IA
(what?)

Strategic IA
(how &
where?)

Project IA

How to achieve energy security appropriate to
the social, economic & environmental fabric of
northern & Indigenous communities?
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3. What immediate and longer-term opportunities
exist to meet energy needs?

4. What socio-technical values and opportunities

What are the risks, burdens & opportunities
distributed across technologies & communities?
What ownership, capacity & governance

What energy projects / investment choices
are community appropriate?

How can potentially adverse RE project
impacts be mitigated & are they acceptable?



Conclusion

Energy security is an urgent need for many remote northern
and Indigenous communities

< Deployment must be sensitive to context and add value to communities

Few tools to assist RE opportunities assessment and transition
in northern & Indigenous communities

Strategic |IA presents an opportunity to enable community
appropriate RE transition

< Requires different questions: gatekeeper to facilitator



Community Appropriate
Sustainable Energy Security

(CASES) Partnership

“Our goal is to reimagine energy security in northern
and Indigenous communities by co-creating and
brokering the knowledge, understanding, and capacity
to design, implement and manage renewable energy
systems that support and enhance social and
economic values”
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1 5 northern & Indigenous communities

1 5 public & private sector partners

CAS ES 30"‘ researchers 4 countries

Deschaumbault Lake, Pelican Narrows, Fort McPherson, Aklavik,
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