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When embarking on regional-scale IA, we have to think carefully…

…about existing development legacy, and the new legacy we desire 



Hydroelectric Development in Manitoba – Past, Present, Future

http://www.manitobahydropower.com/who-we-are.shtml

1. Burntwood River:

200 MW current 

(1 reservoir)

560 MW future 

(3 reservoirs)

4. Nelson River:

3949 MW current 

(5 reservoirs)

4200 MW future 

(6 reservoirs)

5. Upper Churchill River: 

0 MW current 

(0 reservoirs)

230 MW future 

(2 reservoirs)



Can be strategic or non-strategic

Can focus on one sector or multiple sectors

Scale of some single-project IAs so large, they are de facto Regional IAs



What were some of the water-related issues in recent 

regional-scale IAs in northern Manitoba? 

What can be learned and applied to Regional IA 

initiatives in the future?
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Valued Components - RCEA

Little to no 

historical or 

current data

Ditto





Ambitious

Restrictive





Manitoba Hydro

Source: https://keeyask.com/the-project/project-descriptions/



Wuskwatim Generating Station
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Moose have a known 

reluctance to cross powerline 

powerline corridors when 

coincident with roads (Bartzke 

et al. 2015)

Sage grouse won’t cross 

powerline corridors to mingle 

(Ma-Washington 2015)



Polygons 

indicate wolf 

habitat in the 

vicinity of the 

Bipole III 

corridor



1. Goals and opportunities in regional IA are different – ‘project approval +’ 
2. Water teaches us that scoping must be ambitious, connected, dynamic
3. Issues of water quality, quantity, use and access are universal, and will likely 
feature strongly in any regional IA
4. Regional IA is not ‘business as usual’  
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