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The “ABCs” of  Planning
• Abiotic

• Biotic

• Cultural

after Nelson & Lawrence 2009



ASI

Exploring Time:  Considering Heritage as the 

Fourth Dimension of  Environmental Assessment

The “ABCs” of  Heritage Assessment
• Archaeology

• Built Heritage

• Cultural Heritage Landscapes

Ontario’s Statutory Framework

Ontario Heritage Act

Ontario Planning Act

Ontario Environmental Assessment Act

Ontario Aggregate Resources Act

Ontario Environmental Protection Act

Ontario Burial, Funeral and Cremation Services Act
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Archaeological resources: 

• Artifacts, archaeological sites, marine archaeological sites, as 

defined under the Ontario Heritage Act

• Identification and evaluation based on archaeological fieldwork 

undertaken by archaeologists licensed by MTCS

Areas of  archaeological potential: 

• Areas likely to contain archaeological resources

• Methods to identify archaeological potential established by MTCS

• Municipalities may implement archaeological management plans to 

achieve the same objectives

• Archaeological potential must be confirmed through fieldwork

Provincial Policy Statement (2014)
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Sault Ste. Marie – Archaeological Potential Model
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Sault Ste. Marie - Relic Beaches
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Sault Ste. Marie - Physiography
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Mt. Albion West Site

Lake Ontario

Niagara Escarpment

Lake Erie

Red Hill Creek

Reentrant Valley
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Early Lake Ontario Shore
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Early Paleo-Indian Period
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Archaeological Potential 

Model

Integrity Layer using 

Orthoimagery

Pre-contact 

Potential

Historic Potential

Archaeological Management Plan

• a tool for land-use planners to facilitate the 

appropriate inclusion of  archaeological 

resources in the planning process

• Step 1: prepare an inventory of  known 

archaeological resources within the study 

area

• Step 2: model the potential for the discovery 

of  additional unknown archaeological sites 

in various rural and urban contexts using 

GIS-based analysis of  geo-physical, bio-

physical, archaeological, historical, and 

ortho-imagery data

• Step 3: provide planning 

recommendations for a comprehensive 

approach to archaeological site conservation 

and management including protection for 

known archaeological sites
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Huron-Wendat Adaptation to the 

Climate of  the Little Ice Age:

Settlement Locations and 

Farming Techniques
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(based on Burger 1993)

Bold = High proportion of site region

Normal = Moderate Proportion of site region

Italics = Low Proportion of site region

Abbreviations: b=black, ba=balsam, bn=bitternut, e=eastern, ew=eastern white, h=hard, l=largetooth, r=red, ro=rock, si=silver, 

t=trembling, w=white, y=yellow
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Pre-clearance Forest Communities of  Peel Region
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East Humber River Cultural Heritage Evaluation and Impact Assessment

Cumulative Viewshed Analysis of  Huron-Wendat Cultural Landscape
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French River Rapids Site

Quetico Provincial Park

View looking up river from 

Kane’s sketch position (left), 

painting (below)
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Traditional Knowledge 

(TK) Workshops
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“ABCs” of  Heritage Assessment
• Archaeology

• Built Heritage

• Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes

“ABCs” of  Planning
• Abiotic

• Biotic

• Cultural
after Nelson & Lawrence 2009
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Questions or Comments?
lmerritt@asiheritage.ca

416-966-1069 ext. 233

mailto:lmerritt@asiheritage.ca

